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Updated version March 2016 
Updates reflect the information contained in Clarification: key stage 1 and 2 teacher 
assessment and moderation guidance, published on 8 March 2016, at www.gov.uk/sta.

If you are already familiar with this guidance, you do not need to re-read it but should refer 
to the updated sections below:

• use of the exemplification materials - new section

• note referring to the Teacher Assessment frameworks added on page 4

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/clarification-key-stage-1-and-2-teacher-assessment-and-moderation-guidance
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2016 teacher assessment exemplification: 
end of key stage 2 

End of key stage 2 (KS2) writing teacher assessment (TA), using the interim TA frameworks, 
is statutory for 2016. 

This document is part of a suite of materials that exemplifies the national standards for 
KS2 writing TA. The full suite, including the interim TA framework, pupil scripts and 
annotated versions is available at https://www.gov.uk/STA. 

Each collection exemplifies one pupil’s writing that meets the requirements for statements 
within the interim TA framework for one of the following standards: 

• working towards the expected standard

• working at the expected standard

• working at greater depth within the expected standard.

Use of the exemplification materials 

• Schools must use the interim TA frameworks to reach their TA judgements.

• If teachers are confident in their judgements, they do not need to refer to the 
exemplification materials. The exemplification materials are there to help teachers 
make their judgements where they want additional guidance.

• Local authorities (LAs) may find it useful to refer to exemplification materials to 
support external moderation visits.

• The exemplification materials have 2 examples of pupils who are ‘working at the 
expected standard’. These show the range of pupils' work that will be assessed as 
working in this standard.

• This document relates to Morgan, who is a pupil with sufficient evidence for a TA 
judgement of ‘working at the expected standard’. This collection of work 
demonstrates how the expected standard is broadly equivalent to the old level 4b.

• Leigh is close to being awarded ‘working at greater depth’, but does not meet all 
of the ‘pupil can’ statements for that standard, and is therefore also judged as
‘working at the expected standard’. 
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Each collection is available in annotated and unannotated versions. The annotated 
version demonstrates how the statements have been met across the collection of work. 

Each collection consists of a sample of evidence (typically 6 pieces) drawn from a wider 
range of one pupil’s writing. Teachers will draw from a broader range of evidence when 
making their judgments.

The frequency of evidence for the statements may vary across individual pieces within a 
collection, e.g. evidence of a range of cohesive devices would be expected in every piece, 
whereas evidence of integration of dialogue to convey character and advance the action is 
unlikely to be appropriate in every piece (KS2 expected standard). The exemplification 
materials illustrate how the statements containing qualifiers (‘some’, ‘most’) may be applied 
to a particular collection of work. 

https://www.gov.uk/STA
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Interim teacher assessment framework at the end of key stage 2 – writing 

Working towards the expected standard 

The pupil can write for a range of purposes and audiences: 

• using paragraphs to organise ideas

• describing settings and characters

• using some cohesive devices* within and across sentences and paragraphs

• using different verb forms mostly accurately

• using co-ordinating and subordinating conjunctions

• using capital letters, full stops, question marks, exclamation marks, commas for lists
and apostrophes for contraction mostly correctly

• spelling most words correctly* (years 3 and 4)

• spelling some words correctly* (years 5 and 6)

• producing legible joined handwriting.

Working at the expected standard 

The pupil can write for a range of purposes and audiences (including writing a 
short story): 

• creating atmosphere, and integrating dialogue to convey character and advance
the action

• selecting vocabulary and grammatical structures that reflect the level of formality
required mostly correctly

• using a range of cohesive devices*, including adverbials, within and across
sentences and paragraphs

• using passive and modal verbs mostly appropriately

• using a wide range of clause structures, sometimes varying their position within
the sentence

• using adverbs, preposition phrases and expanded noun phrases effectively to add
detail, qualification and precision

• using inverted commas, commas for clarity, and punctuation for parenthesis mostly
correctly, and making some correct use of semi-colons, dashes, colons and hyphens

• spelling most words correctly* (years 5 and 6)

• maintaining legibility, fluency and speed in handwriting through choosing whether
or not to join specific letters.

Working at greater depth within the expected standard 

The pupil can write for a range of purposes and audiences: 

• managing shifts between levels of formality through selecting vocabulary precisely
and by manipulating grammatical structures

• selecting verb forms for meaning and effect

• using the full range of punctuation taught at key stage 2, including colons and
semi-colons to mark the boundary between independent clauses, mostly correctly.

[No additional requirements for spelling or handwriting.] 

Standards and Testing Agency – 2016 teacher assessment exemplification: end of key stage 2 – English writing Page 4 of 21 

Note: you must also refer to the 'Interim teacher assessment frameworks at the end of key stage 2' 
on GOV.UK as they have not been fully duplicated here.
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Exemplification 

Working at the expected standard: Morgan 

A Short story
 

B Recount
 

C Letter
 

D Narrative
 

E Balanced argument
 

F Science investigation
 

20
16

 K
S2

 E
ng

lis
h 

w
ri

ti
ng

 e
xe

m
p

lifi
 ca

ti
on

 

Standards and Testing Agency – 2016 teacher assessment exemplification: end of key stage 2 – English writing Page 5
of
21 



STA-Ex2016-KS2-EW-Morgan-NoAnn.indd   8 01/02/2016   15:46

Piece A: Short story 

Following a class reading of ‘Tom’s Midnight Garden’, pupils were asked to write a story, incorporating a time slip 
between the present and the past, which links the main characters. The pupil uses a significant birthday gift of a 
photograph as the means by which her character, Anabeth, goes back in time, just as Tom used the clock in the novel. 
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Piece A continued 
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Piece A continued 
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Piece A continued 
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Piece B: Recount 

Pupils participated in a Viking workshop as part of a history topic. They experienced a number of Viking activities, 
listened to Viking stories and wore traditional Viking clothing. Pupils used photographs taken during the workshop 
to plan and write a recount, informing parents of the day’s events. 
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Piece B continued 
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Piece C: Letter 

Pupils participated in a Viking workshop as part of a history topic. They experienced a number of Viking activities, 
listened to Viking stories, and wore traditional Viking clothing. Each pupil wrote a letter, thanking the workshop 
leader for the day, and making recommendations for future workshops. The school sent a selection of the letters to 
the workshop provider. 
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Piece C continued 
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Piece D: Narrative 

Pupils had become familiar with the main events of ‘Macbeth’ as part of their work on storytelling. They acted out 
the plot, and explored some features of the language used in the play. They then rewrote the story in their own way, 
using some of the language features discussed. 
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Piece D continued 
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Piece D continued 
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Piece D continued 
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Piece D continued 
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Piece E: Balanced argument 

Pupils researched the topic of graffiti and explored different, often conflicting, views. They debated and wrote about 
the topic in various ways. Having learnt about the features of argument, they then wrote this piece to present their 
views to the local council. 
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Piece F: Science investigation 

Pupils were asked to make predictions about whether different foods could be used to make a circuit. They then 
undertook a practical activity to investigate the capacity of three different foods to act as a cell and recorded their 
findings. Following class discussion, pupils wrote up their experiment in full. 
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	Pupils had become familiar with the main events of ‘Macbeth’ as part of their work on storytelling. They acted out the plot, and explored some features of the language used in the play. They then rewrote the story in their own way, using some of the language features discussed. 
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	Piece E: Balanced argument 

	Pupils researched the topic of graffiti and explored different, often conflicting, views. They debated and wrote about the topic in various ways. Having learnt about the features of argument, they then wrote this piece to present their views to the local council. 
	Pupils researched the topic of graffiti and explored different, often conflicting, views. They debated and wrote about the topic in various ways. Having learnt about the features of argument, they then wrote this piece to present their views to the local council. 
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	Pupils were asked to make predictions about whether different foods could be used to make a circuit. They then undertook a practical activity to investigate the capacity of three different foods to act as a cell and recorded their findings. Following class discussion, pupils wrote up their experiment in full. 
	Pupils were asked to make predictions about whether different foods could be used to make a circuit. They then undertook a practical activity to investigate the capacity of three different foods to act as a cell and recorded their findings. Following class discussion, pupils wrote up their experiment in full. 
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